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A NOTE ABOUT THE FORMAT
Conten t  & Des ign

This annual report  highl ights  the major miles tones , 
program impact ,  and stakeholder perspect ives 
for  826 MSP’s  2019–20 program year .  The des ign 
for the report  was inspired by artwork for the 
poem “ 19 Things About Hope, ”  by 826 MSP young 
authors ,  Adam and Ayub.  The major i ty of  the 
photos in thi s  report  were taken by John Schaidler . 
The art  and des ign in the report  was created by 
Hannah Hiler .  You can f ind more information 
about her work at hannahhi ler . com.
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Dear 826 MSP community, 

We started the 2019–20 program year with much to ce lebrate .  Our 
organizat ion turned ten years o ld ,  and we became an of f ic ial  chap-
ter  of  the largest  network of  youth writ ing centers  in the country, 
826 National .  We jo ined forces  with our s i s ter  chapters  in e ight 
other c i t ies  to s t rengthen our work of  ampli fying youth voices  and 
redis t r ibut ing power through l i teracy.  The fal l  semester was ful l  of 
high enrol lment in programs,  partner ing with community organiza-
t ions and local  authors  to del iver programming,  and cont inuing to 
set t le  into our youth writ ing center in South Minneapol i s  and our 
Writers ’  Room at South High (both in their  second year) . 

Then,  spr ing 2020 brought with i t  a pandemic that s igni f icant ly 
al tered every facet of  our l ives .  As the pandemic c losed our youth 
writ ing spaces ,  we re imagined our programs to ensure that the 
young writers  of  the Twin Cit ies  had the educat ional support  and 
writ ing platform they needed .  We of fered academic support  to al l 
s tudents  and famil ies  via Zoom, safe ly del ivered books ,  suppl ies , 
and technology to s tudents ’  homes ,  and made writ ing instruct ion-
al  videos that could be watched by not only our s tudents ,  but the 
greater Twin Cit ies  community of  young authors . 

And then in May 2020, a member of  our community,  George 
Floyd,  was ki l led in our South Minneapol i s  neighborhood .  Our 
c i ty moved into an upri s ing,  and our s tudents  t rans i t ioned from a 
spr ing facing screens to a summer fac ing unrelent ing in just ice . 

We invite you to read through this  report  and s i t  with our heart -
breaks and tr iumphs of  the last  year .  As you wil l  see f rom these 
pages ,  and most important ly from the s tudents ’  words themselves , 
being a young author in the Twin Cit ies  at thi s  moment i s  ful l  of 
res i s tance ,  res i l ience ,  and hope .

A  L E T T E R  F R O M  T H E  E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O RA  L E T T E R  F R O M  T H E  E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R
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BECOMING 826 MSP
Augus t  26,  2019

The 19–20 program year s tarted with a s igni f icant 
miles tone :  MOI of f ic ial ly became 826 MSP! As the 
ninth chapter of  the largest  network of  youth writ -
ing centers  in the country,  826 National ,  we am-
pl i fy the voices  of  Twin Cit ies  youth on a nat ional 
scale and col laborate with communit ies  of  wri ters 
and educators  throughout the United States .  Being 
part  of  thi s  network means enhanced col laborat ion 
on programs,  profess ional development ,  fundrais ing 
opportunit ies ,  and so much more . 
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OUR MISSION
Who We Are  and What  We Do

Our miss ion i s  to empower underserved s tudents  in grades K–12 to think creat ively,  wri te ef fect ively,  and succeed 
academical ly alongs ide a community of  car ing volunteers .  To help c lose the educat ional opportunity gap caused 
by systemic raci sm, 826 MSP empowers diverse communit ies  of  K–12 writers  in the Twin Cit ies  with free writ ing, 
tutor ing,  publ i shing,  and leadership programs .  Core to our model i s  us ing creat ive writ ing not only as an academic 
ski l l -bui lder ,  but as a tool  for  process ing exper iences ,  bui lding community,  and changing the world . 
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" It was " It was 
actually fun actually fun 
to write a to write a 
poem with my poem with my 
brother"brother"

AYUB, GRADE 3AYUB, GRADE 3

STUDENTS
Adam & Ayub – bro thers
Grades  6 & 3 

QUICK FACTS:

• Adam is  a 13 year old on a 
quest  to f ind out who he i s . 

• Ayub i s  9 year old on a 
quest  to f ind hope in his  l i fe . 

S T A K E H O L D E R  S P O T L I G H T SS T A K E H O L D E R  S P O T L I G H T S



Hope i s  d reams
That  a re  s t i l l  w i thin  us
and the  las t  beacon
and there’s  s t i l l  hope fo r  l i fe  in  thi s  un iverse
and there’s  s t i l l  hope fo r  a l iens  tha t  l i ve  to  thi s  day
and there’s  s t i l l  hopes  and dreams
and the  las t  chance to  ge t  something
and there’s  s t i l l  hope fo r  o ther  p lane ts
and hope i s  the  las t  man s tand ing
and hope i s  magica l
and hope i s  joy
and hope i s  your  las t  chance
and hope i s  amazing
and hope i s  over joy fu l
and hope can br ing peace
and hope can br ing any thing

Art -  Hannah Hi ler
Photography -  Alexander Andrews

-  Adam & Ayub,  Grades  6 & 3 
(2019)

1 9  T H I N G S  A B O U T  H O P E1 9  T H I N G S  A B O U T  H O P E
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A F T E R - S C H O O L  W R I T I N G  L A BA F T E R - S C H O O L  W R I T I N G  L A B

AFTER-SCHOOL WRITING LAB
Deepen ing Communi t y  Connec t ions

After-School  Writ ing Lab (ASWL) 
i s  a f ree tutor ing and creat ive 
writ ing program which takes 
place Monday–Thursday from 3–6 
p .m.  at our youth writ ing center 
in South Minneapol i s  or ,  more 
recent ly ,  through dis tance- learning . 
Volunteer tutors  and 826 MSP staf f 
work with s tudents  on homework 
and creat ive writ ing act ivi t ies 
which lead to publ icat ion .  Thanks 
to pos i t ive word-of -mouth and 
high sat i s fact ion in our community 

with thi s  program, i t  of f ic ial ly hi t 
capaci ty at 75 s tudents  enrol led 
for both semesters  of  the 19–20 
school  year .  As thi s  program serves 
young writers  in grades K–12 ,  i t ’ s 
access ible to whole famil ies  and 
can be a s table presence for  youth 
as they trans i t ion across  ages , 
grades ,  and schools .  The impact 
of  volunteers ,  in addit ion to our 
focus on l i teracy ski l l -bui lding and 
publ i shing opportunit ies ,  makes 
ASWL especial ly unique . 

"WHAT REALLY "WHAT REALLY 
MATTERS IS MATTERS IS 
BEING THERE "BEING THERE "

HEIDI ,  ASWL VOLUNTEERHEIDI ,  ASWL VOLUNTEER
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When I  began volunteer ing with 826 MSP (then 
MOI) I  did so because I  needed to do something 
tangible ,  something real  and act ive ,  to make a 
di f ference in people ’ s  l ives .  I ’ve gone from being 
unsure how someone l ike me,  without a background 
in educat ion ,  could poss ibly help s tudents  with 
homework (math!) and writ ing ski l l s  to knowing 
what real ly matters  i s  being there .  Being there to 
care and help .  Being there to l i s ten ,  to pat ient ly 
lend support  and encouragement .  That the t ime and 
attent ion we give as volunteers  i s  one of  the most 
important resources we of fer  to our s tudents . “

“Volunteer
Heid i

QUICK FACTS:

• Volunteer s ince 2017

• Cutt lef i sh Society member 
(monthly sustaining donor)

S T A K E H O L D E R  S P O T L I G H T SS T A K E H O L D E R  S P O T L I G H T S
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A L L  N A T I O N SA L L  N A T I O N S

In the spr ing of  2019 ,  826 MSP publ i shed 
Indigenous Originated :  Walking in 
Two Worlds with s tudents  f rom the All 
Nations program at South High School 
through our program, Young Authors ’ 
Book Pro ject  (YABP) .  When we recon-
nected with these s tudents  in the fal l , 
they said , 

" Let 's write "Let 's write 
another book! "another book! "

To meet thi s  pass ion and provide 
cont inued engagement ,  we developed 
a YABP extens ion pro ject .  Our Program 
Director ,  Cr i s teta Boarini ,  met with 
these s tudents  weekly at our Indigenous 
nonprof i t  partner s i te ,  MIGIZI to create 
a l i terary magazine .  When we switched 
to dis tance learning in the spr ing,  we 
hosted a writ ing workshop with teaching 
art i s t  Carson Faust  and publ i shed the All 
Nations Li terary Magazine as part  of  a 
vir tual powwow in col laborat ion with 
the All  Nations program and MIGIZI . 

ALL NATIONS COLLABORATION
Par tnership  wi th  Ind igenous  Young Au thors
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Y O U N G  A U T H O R ’ S  C O U N C I LY O U N G  A U T H O R ’ S  C O U N C I L

YOUNG AUTHORS’  COUNCIL
Expanding You th  Leadership  Oppor tun t ies

As a youth-serving and 
youth-centered organi-
zat ion ,  we know that our 
work i s  most  ef fect ive when 
i t ’ s  led by youth .  This  year , 
we were thr i l led to launch 
our newest program focused 
on youth leadership ski l l -
bui lding,  c ivic engagement , 
and writ ing enr ichment for 
s tudents  in grades 6–12 .  In the 
Young Authors ’  Counci l ,  ten 

s tudents  are se lected to guide 
program development ,  act  as 
representat ives of  826 MSP 
at community events ,  share 
input on areas of  need,  and,  of 
course ,  to write and publ i sh .  In 
i t s  f i r s t  year of  the program, 
s tudents  met over zoom to 
engage in writ ing pro ject s 
such as writ ing let ters  of 
grat i tude to essent ial  workers .
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T E A C H I N G  A R T I S T ST E A C H I N G  A R T I S T S

CONNECTING WRITERS OF TODAY 
AND TOMORROW
I nc reased Work  wi th  Teaching Ar t i s t s

This school  year ,  826 MSP worked with 19 di f ferent teaching 
art i s t s  across  our various programs .  Many thanks to Maria I sa , 
Sun Yung Shin ,  Bao Phi ,  Tal l  Paul ,  Anika Fajardo ,  Sagirah 
Shahid ,  Carson Faust ,  Ladan Hadafow, Roda Abdi ,  Kel ly 
Barnhi l l ,  Junauda Petrus ,  Sarah Warren,  Warda Mohamed 
Abdul lahi ,  I se la Xit lal i  Gómez R,  Naomi Kri tzer ,  Safy-Hal lan 
Farah,  Nora McInerny,  Tom Rademacher ,  and Dave Eggers . 
These teaching art i s t s  brought pass ion ,  perspect ive and 
creat ivi ty through a variety of  engagements—speaking at 
fundraisers ,  holding writ ing workshops ,  wri t ing the forewords 
to our books ,  and most important ly ,  serving as ro le models  to 
the young authors  of  826 MSP.Sarah Warren leading a workshop on 826 Day



S T A K E H O L D E R  S P O T L I G H T SS T A K E H O L D E R  S P O T L I G H T S

1 11 1

"What melts the heart is "What melts the heart is 
the unfiltered honesty the unfiltered honesty 
of these young writers"of these young writers"

Sagirah shahid , Teaching ArtistSagirah shahid , Teaching Artist

TEACHING ARTIST
Sagi rah  Shahid

Sagirah i s  a Black Musl im arts  educator ,  poet ,  and performance art i s t 
f rom Minneapol i s .

Sagirah was a guest  teaching art i s t  in 826 MSP’s  After-School  Writ ing 
Lab and Writers ’  Room programs . 

Sagirah led writ ing workshops where s tudents  wrote poetry about the 
future ,  and a workshop where s tudents  explored their  re lat ionship to 
power . 
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B O O K S  F O R  B R E A K F A S TB O O K S  F O R  B R E A K F A S T

"Giving to 826 MSP "Giving to 826 MSP 
means I vow to stand by means I vow to stand by 
their hopes and dreams their hopes and dreams 
for a better world"for a better world"

Qorsho Hassan, Qorsho Hassan, 
MONTHLY SUSTAINING DONORMONTHLY SUSTAINING DONOR

BOOKS FOR BREAKFAST
A Benef i t  fo r  826 MSP

This school  year also inc luded 
miles tones re lated to growth 
and development .  We hired our 
organizat ion ’ s  f i r s t  dedicated 
fundraiser ,  Ashley Lust ig ,  and held 
our largest  fundrais ing event to 
date ,  Books for  Breakfast .  Thanks to 
our development committee ,  which 
inc ludes s taf f ,  board members ,  and 
volunteers ,  Books for  Breakfast  was 

a great success !  826 MSP hosted 
nearly 200 attendees ,  inc luding 8 
young writers  f rom the All  Nations 
program at South High School 
and special  guest ,  author Nora 
McInerny.  Thanks to our generous 
community,  we raised $30,000, 
giving us a s t rong s tart  to the 
19–20 school  and program year .
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S T A K E H O L D E R  S P O T L I G H T SS T A K E H O L D E R  S P O T L I G H T S

CUT TLEFISH SOCIET Y 
MEMBER
Qorsho Hassan

QUICK FACTS:

• Jo ined 826 MSP’s  board in 2018

• Cutt lef i sh Society member

• 2020 Minnesota Teacher of  the Year

As an educator and community organizer ,  I 
bel ieve in equipping al l  s tudents  with cre-
at ive writ ing tool s ,  academic support ,  and 
empowerment .  826 MSP’ s  miss ion ensures 
their  scholars  thr ive in educat ion despi te 
systemic barr iers .  Giving to 826 MSP means I 
vow to s tand by their  hopes and dreams for 
a better  world .

“

“



1414

 A
N

N
U

A
L 

RE
PO

RT
8

2
6

 M
S

P
2

01
9

/
2

0
2

0
E F F E C T S  O F  C O V I D - 1 9E F F E C T S  O F  C O V I D - 1 9

NAVIGATING UNCHARTERED WATERS
Dis tance Learn ing Amids t  a  Pandemic

The emergence of  COVID-19 radical ly impacted 826 MSP and our community .  Even 
before of f ic ial  mandates were in place ,  we chose to cancel  our annual Tr ivia for  Cheaters 
fundraiser  in ear ly March .  From that point forward,  we canceled al l  in-person programming 
and events ,  and al l  s taf f  moved to remote work .  After these ini t ia l  dec i s ions were made to 
pr ior i t ize health and safety,  our f i r s t  s tep was to connect with our s tudents  and famil ies  to 
communicate changes and assess  educat ional and personal needs . 

We began sharing suppl ies  and food immediately as wel l  as re imagining our programming 
in vir tual set t ings .  Writ ing prompt videos ,  vir tual f ie ld tr ips ,  le t ter  wri t ing,  lending devices 
and headphones ,  vir tual tutor ing with the help of  incredible volunteers ,  and so many other 
thoughtful  pivots  kept us connected to our young writers  thi s  spr ing .  Even after  shi f t ing to 
dis tance- learning,  we st i l l  had strong retent ion from regis tered s tudents ,  demonstrat ing the 
high need for academic support  to combat t imes of  prolonged learning loss  and feel ings of 
i so lat ion .  

By the end of  the 19–20 school  year ,  we success ful ly trans i t ioned al l  of  our programs to a 
dis tance- learning format .  As re lat ionship-bui lding between students  and staf f ,  volunteers , 
peers ,  and educators  i s  the foundation of  our work ,  we found new ways to s tay connected . 
Despi te many chal lenges ,  we have tr ied to f ind s i lver l in ings wherever poss ible .  Virtual 
programming breaks down the (frequent ly arbitrary) wall s  of  “profess ional i sm” in that we 
are now cal led to text ,  emai l ,  speak on the phone with ,  and del iver suppl ies  direct ly to the 
homes of  s tudents ,  and even see into their  homes through vir tual meet ing modal i t ies .  As 
whole- family engagement i s  key to serving s tudents  opt imal ly ,  we are heartened by the 
enhanced re lat ionships ,  t rust ,  and sense of  partnership we have developed thi s  year amidst 
unprecedented chal lenges . 



1 515

SOCIAL DISTANCINGSOCIAL DISTANCING
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T W I N  C I T I E S  U P R I S I N GT W I N  C I T I E S  U P R I S I N G

TWIN CITIES UPRISING
Communi t y  Impact

On May 25,  when George Floyd was murdered by Minneapol i s  Pol ice not far f rom our South 
Minneapol i s -based youth writ ing center ,  i t  s igni f icant ly and painful ly impacted both our s taf f  and 
our young writers  and their  famil ies .  The major i ty of  the s tudents  we serve ident i fy as Black ,  Afr ican 
American,  or  East  Afr ican .  Systemic raci sm has always impacted their  l ives ,  but the layers  of  soc ial 
i so lat ion combined with pol ice brutal i ty in thi s  visceral  form lef t  us al l  ree l ing .  We responded by 
creat ing opportunit ies  for  s tudents  to use writ ing to process  exper iences ,  such as the vir tual heal ing 
c i rc le fac i l i tated through our Writers ’  Room for South High s tudents  and staf f ,  and focused on being as 
respons ive to emergent needs as poss ible . 

As we moved into the summer and the pandemic raged on in con junct ion with the Black Lives Matter 
upr i s ing,  i t  fe l t  urgent to provide summer programming that both focused on academic ski l l -bui lding, 
so cr i t ical  dur ing thi s  t ime of  potent ial  learning loss ,  and gave s tudents  space to engage in the soc ial 
jus t ice i s sues current ly important to our community .  In July ,  we launched an onl ine summer camp cal led 
“Outdoors  Outspoken” for  twenty of  our young authors .  The camp engaged students  in creat ive writ ing 
act ivi t ies  focused on environmental  jus t ice ,  and students  learned about water qual i ty ,  endangered species , 
equity in our park system, and the naming (and re-naming) of  our lakes and monuments .  Our young 
authors  are always writ ing a future for  our world that i s  more jus t  than the one we current ly inhabit , 
and the events  of  the summer have led us to recommit to making our organizat ion a part  of  their  vis ion .
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The words of our young The words of our young 
writers protecting our writers protecting our 
youth writing centeryouth writing center
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406
DONORS

S T A T I S T I C SS T A T I S T I C S

1500 20 9

5 13 62

Students SERVED PUBLICations

20

SCHOOL PARTNERS

STAFF BOARD MEMBERS VOLUNTEERS

CUTTLEFISH 
SOCIETY MEMBERS
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S T A K E H O L D E R  S P O T L I G H T SS T A K E H O L D E R  S P O T L I G H T S

BOARD MEMBER
Je f f  

QUICK FACTS:

• Volunteered at 826 Michigan

• Cutt lef i sh Society member 

(monthly sustaining donor)

• Jo ined 826 MSP’s  board in 2019 

I  serve on the 826 MSP board because I  be-
l ieve our organizat ion truly makes a di f -
ference in the l ives and wel l -being of  our 
s tudents  in the Twin Cit ies .  In the most  chal-
lenging school  year of  our l i fet imes ,  I  know 
our work helps s tudents  s tay engaged,  and 
their  famil ies  fee l  supported .  As we cont inue 
to champion ant i - rac i sm in educat ion ,  I  hope 
that we wil l  cont inue to meet the chal lenges 
of  thi s  year head-on .

“

“
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R E V E N U ER E V E N U E

$ 3 8 1 , 0 7 3$ 3 8 1 , 0 7 3

E X P E N S E SE X P E N S E S

$ 3 1 1 , 1 1 3$ 3 1 1 , 1 1 3

Foundat ions :  $144,508
Indiv iduals :  $126,933
Corporat ions :  $63,036
Government :  $25,000
Events :  $17,451
Earned Revenue:  $4,139

ALL EXPENSES ALL EXPENSES 
SUPPORT 826 MSP 'S SUPPORT 826 MSP 'S 
FREE PROGRAMMING.FREE PROGRAMMING.
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WHAT’S NEXT
Dis tance Learn ing in  the  20-21 School  Year

As we move into the 2020–21 program year ,  we wil l  be s tart -
ing both our in-school  and out-of - school  programs onl ine ,  and our 
center wil l  remain temporar i ly c losed .  Amidst  the twin pandemics 
of  COVID-19 and systemic raci sm, we are re imagining our pro-
grams to ensure that the young writers  of  the Twin Cit ies  have 
the educat ional support  and writ ing platforms they need to main-
tain community amidst  soc ial  i so lat ion ,  access  academic support 
to combat learning loss ,  and make their  voices  heard for pos i t ive 
change .

W H A T ’ S  N E X TW H A T ’ S  N E X T



 ANNUAL REPORT 826 MSP

(612)259-8562

1915 E  22nd ST,  MINNEAPOLIS ,  MN 55404

www.826MSP.org

2019/2020

Quaran t ine  i s  so  bor ing tha t  when I  look  a t  my homework ,  I 
know I  won’t  f i n i s h  i t  i n  a  day.  Quaran t ine  i s  so  bor ing tha t  I ’m 
ge t t i ng  t i red s tay ing in  the  house and r id ing b ikes  in  the  park . 
Quaran t ine  i s  so  bor ing bu t  in te res t ing  because you f ina l ly 
ge t  t ime to  be wi th  your  annoy ing fami ly ,  which  I  love so  much 
somet imes ,  bu t  a t  the  end o f  the  day,  quaran t ine  shows you 
how much you shou ld  apprec ia te  ever y  l i t t le  thing because 
many people  are  dy ing ,  and we are  here  compla in ing abou t 
be ing bored or  hav ing s low wi f i  whi le  o thers  have to  be home 
pray ing fo r  the i r  loved ones .

-  Se lama,  Grade 6

UNTITLED

@826MSP


